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1. USSR - France: Pravda's flrst editorlal comment
on the French situatlon on 11 June suggests that the USSR 1s
st111 belng careful not to prejudice 1ts fubture diplomatic
relations with de Gaulle. Pravda focused 1ts atbacks on the
French commlttees of public safety. The Soviet press continues
to publlclze and impliciﬂy endorse the increasingly sharp French
Communist Party line, however, and has printed Jacdques Duclos!
statement calllng for Communist leadershlp of a united campalgn
agalnst a de Gaulle-led fascist movement. (CONFIDENTIAL)

Sources:_ 10 and 11 Jun 58

25X1A7b

2. De Gaulle's attitude towards communists: His offer of
a cablnet post to a General Labor Confederation leader, who 1s
regarded by many as & crypto-Communist, alarmed leaders of the
non-Communigt unions. They fear de Gaulle lacks a basic under-
standing of Communism. De Gaulle's record lndicates a warlness
as to Communlst obJectlves, but he considers himself a symbol of
national reconcilliation and probably will continue such gestures.
(CONFIDENTIAL NOFORN) Source: EMB PARIS 5874, 11 Jun 58

3, TFrance - Tunisia: The French are balking at the "pro-
visional Tregime" proposed by the Tunisiansg for the Bilzerte base
arid provided for in the 15 March good offices proposals. Bour-
gulba 18 under domestilc pressure to demand evacuation of all French
forces from Tunlsia, including Blzerte. (SECRET) Source: EMB
TUNIS 1749, 10 Jun 58

4, France: Finance Minlster Plnay has recommended that de
Gaulle's economic program lnclude tlght credits, removal of sub-
gidles and special privileges and a "drastlc"” reduction in
expenditure. By thus seeklng to equallze the burdens of re-
trenchment, thils program appears to be an effort to reassure labor,
which 18 on the polnt of pressing long postponed wage demands, but
the removal of subisies wlll face sharp opposition from agricultural
and 1ndustrial interests. (CONFIDENTIAL) Sources: EMB PARIS,
5850, 10 Jun 58 (Conf); NY Times, 12 Jun 58
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